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Our Army Horszs. 


Froma report in The North British Agridulturist we 
gather that Mr. Richard Rutherford, F.R.C.V.S., spoke 
ata dinner of veterinary students as follows: __ 

“The devising and superintending of the fittings for 
Army horses on ship-board should be entrusted to veteri- 
nary officers, and should not be left in the hands of 
transport Army officers who have no knowledge as to the 
requirements for the safe transport of horses at sea. 
Compare the losses of horses in the transport of our 
First Army Corps to the Cape with the experience of the 
Australian contingent. The Lancers only lost five horses 
on the voyage, and the New South Wales contingent, 
which had just landed, reported that, though they had a 
rough e, their horses were all well. That should 
show them that their Australian friends knew better 
than the army transport officers at home did as to the 
requirements essential for the safe transport of horses at 
sea. He held that the veterinary profession should take 
up this matter and press for the due recognition of their 
services in regard to the fitting of the horse-quarters in 
transport ships.” 

In another column we print a letter from a correspon- 
dent who also complains of the treatment of veterinary 
surgeons by the Army authorities. Everyone knows 
that with the exception of our last two or three little 
wars the Army veterinary surgeon has been ignored ex- 
cept for treatment of wounds and diseases. The conse- 
age was loss of efficiency and a cost which would pay 
the salary for the whole Army Veterinary Department 
for twenty years. We hoped all this had changed. 

From Egypt and India in recent years we had such 
favourable mention of veterinary services in preventing 
loss and in organising transport that we expected the 
lesson would have been learned. Military efficiency 
and decreased expense one might have thought would 
have appealed to the War Office and to the ‘I'reasury. 

hyone with knowledge of the facts would have antici- 
pated that for war in South Africa the Veterinary De- 
Pertment would have been well to the front. Is it so? 
€do not know. We hear that the Department is, and 

as for some years been, short of men. We hear that 
candidates are not forthcoming because the attractions 
are Insufficient. We hear that cargoes of horses are ship- 
oe in charge of farriers, and that the poor animals on 
— cannot obtain the professional attendance which 
humanity—let alone military efficiency—de- 
Gs, About a score of civil veterinary surgeons have 
eeneally volunteered to fill up the vacancy that a 
Than and stupid War Office has permitted to occur. 
war been accepted—but this is not the 
and uncertain wn nln ae, and it is only a temporary 
on es Army has 16,000 horses—the French 
on mead . rst war we have had against white men for a 
emonstrates that we are miserably deficient 
. and in professional men to look after them. 
Mr. Rutherford that “the veterinary 
tilely. br take up the’matter.” We should not act 
then take umPly get at the truth, all the truth, and 
care the public and Parliament knows it. 


MEAT INSPECTION ayp MEAT INSPECTORS. 


The individuals chiefly concerned in the question 
of meat inspection are the consumers and the pur- 
veyors of meat. Until quite recently the relations of 
these two parties had been regulated almost entirely 
by the maxim —take care of yourself. It was believed 
that anyone possessing a nose and eyes was quite 
capable of buying or refusing meat of an unpleasant 
or dangerous quality. Public health was a matter 
unknown to our grandfathers, and State interference, 
except in the case of the more virulent plagues, would 
have been resented as an interference with the rights. 
of the individual, or as an unwarrantable opposition 
to the ways of Providence. Gradually we are ad- 
vancing in the direction of socialism, and now if it 
can he shown that legislation can do good for the 
mass by protecting life, preserving health, or even 
adding to the comforts of the collective body, laws are 
speedily framed to those ends. In 1875 The Public 
Health Act provided for the inspection of meat in 
England and Wales. London has its Public Health 
(London) Act 1891, and Scotland has a later Act, 
more up-to-date, in its Public Health Act 1897. 
Many large towns have local Acts which afford 
special powers to the authorities. 

Under existing Acts every local authority possesses, 
or may by application to the Local Government 
Board possess, some power to inspect meat in its 
district. We all know that these powers are in- 
sufficient and that so long as animals may be 
slaughtered in places not licensed as slaughter-houses 
so long will diseased carcases be sold as human food. 
Police reports too often disclose cases in which 
owners of stock to save 30/- or 40/- send to a distant 
market carcases unfit for consumption. We know 
too that in most districts are to be found men who 
regularly deal in living or dead animals which no 
respectable butcher would buy. These diseased car- 
cases either in the form of joints or in the more 
securely disguised forms of prepared articles are eaten 
by man. 

That an enormous quantity of diseased and putrid 
meat is consumed is certain, and to an audience of vet- 
erinary surgeons it is quite unnecessary to argue the 
necessity of inspection. Our special duty seems to be 
to lose no opportunity of insisting upon its importance 
to the general public, at the same time that we care- 
fully assert our claim to be the only body of men whoare 
so trained and educated that we can perform the duties 
of inspection with justice to the consumer and the 
purveyor. The proper inspection of meat requires that 
whilst the consumer is protected from danger, no 
injustice should be done the butcher: and a further 
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requirement is that the ratepayers should be put to 
no costs which are unnecessary for the prosection of 
public health. A scheme of logical perfection can 
never be attained all at once in a constitutionally 
governed country like our own. Practical convenience 
and vested interests are always to be considered, and 
the process of reaching the best methods is a gradual 
one accompanied by compromise at every step. The 
existing laws provide that the inspection of meat and 
the seizure of such as is unfit for human food shall 
be entrusted to the Medical Officers of Health and the 
Sanitary Inspector. The Public Health ( Scotland ) 
Act, 1897 specially provides that the meat inspection 
may be performed by ‘‘a veterinary surgeon approved 
for the purposes of this section.’’ When a County 
Council or a Corporation are owners of an abattoir, 
they may appoint anyone they please to carry out 
the regulations of the place. In some few large towns 
the authorities have put the meat inspection into the 
hands of veterinary surgeons. Edinburgh has taken 
a leading position in this intelligent form of inspection 
and a member of our profession may be mentioned as 
the pioneer to whom the chief credit belongs. The 
late Professor Walley must always be remembered as 
the prominent authority who first in this country 
made meat inspection a science and an art. Man- 
chester deserves notice as one of the first English 
towns to recognise the necessity of appointing a 
veterinarian as meat inspeetor. The credit of init- 
iating this advance is certainly chiefly duesto Mr. Sam 
Locke, M.R.C.V.8., who, as a member of the City 
Council, converted his colleagues to the view that only 
special training such as veterinary surgeons possess 
can render a man really efficient for meat inspection. 
A few other towns have abattoirs, and gradually the 
authorities are placing the inspection of these in the 
hands of veterinary officers. 

In 1898 a Report was issued by a Royal Com- 
mission appointed to enquire into ‘the administra- 
tive procedures for controlling danger to man through 
the use as food of the meat and milk of tuberculous 
animals.” No legislation of any practical value has 
yet followed this report but the recommendations of 
the Commission are a valuable help to the considera- 
tion of the general subject of meat inspection. These 
recommendations would probably exert great in- 
fluence upon any leglislation which might be at- 
tempted, and they distinctly show the impression 
made upon the minds of the members of the Com- 
mission by the evidence given by representatives of 
all the interests concerned with meat inspection. 
The salient points of this report should therefore be 
kept in mind, and I propose to make a few extracts 
from it for our guidance. The following are most 
important : 

Unirormity oF INspEctIon. 

“The evils arising from want of uniformity are manifold. 

he stringency of inspection in Belfast for example 
drives butchers away from the public slaughter-house 
within the city to the private ones without the city 
where the inspection is » a a or altogether wanting 
The carcases are afterwards brought into the town. the 
offal and diseased organs being removed, and thus the 
precautions which the Corporation authorities consider 


it necessary to take against danger arising from th, 
of slightly tuberculous animals are frastrated. € meat 


Entertaining as we do, the strongest opinion in favour 
of public over private slaughter-houses, we cannot but 
recognise in the present arbitrary system of seizure the 
great erage ef mr to the use of public ones. Butchers 
will seek relief from inspection which they consider un- 
duly strict by using private slaughter-houses where in- 
spection is either more lenient, or, as in most cases, want- 
ing altogether. 

Very strong representations were laid before us on the 
part of butchers and meat traders, and also on behalf of 
the agriculturists who supply the butchers, as to the 
effect of this want of uniformity upon their business. It 
is obvious, we think, that these complaints are well 
founded.” 

ImporTED MEarT. 


“Of the dead meat imported in such vast quantities the 
greater part is not inspected till it reaches a public meat 
market, without the offal and internal organs; and 
that which is consigned to private establishments 
generally escapes inspection altogether. 

Foreign meat should, we think, be required to bear 
mark of inspection and approval at the time of killing, 
and steps should be taken through Consular and other 
agencies to ascertain from time to time that there was 
efficient inspection at foreign slaughter-houses of meat 
intended for transmission to this country.” 


INSPECTION. 


“We strongly urge that inspection should not only be 
m ore general and systematic but that all inspector 
should be qualified by special training. 

We hold however that it should be conducted on 
better detined principles and that some limit should be 
observed in the latitude permitted to medical or veterin- 
ary officers in fixing independent standards of soundness 
in different places.) 

A number of witnesses expressed the opinion that 
veterinary inspectors alone should be employed. On this 
question we are satisfied that some pathological training 
is the proper basis upon which to build the knowledge 
required by a meat inspector, and that wherever practic 
able veterinary surgeons thus educated should be et: 
ployed as meat inspectors. In large towns where a sta 
of inspectors is maintained, we do not think it necessa 
that all of these should be veterinary surgeons, buta 
meat inspectors should pass an examination and recelvé 
a qualifying certificate from a central authority before 
appointment.” 

SLAUGHTER: Housts. 

“Tn Scotland the Public Health Act 1897 by section # 
requires that all slaughter-houses shall be annually 
licensed. There is no such distinction as exists 
England between registered and licensed slaughter 
houses. 


houses on the erection of public slaughter-houses. a 
The most important difference between tbe slaug 
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think fit, provide slaughter-houses.” But no power Is to 
to a sanitary authority to close ~ slaughter 

/ house legislation of England and Scotland is Wat" R 
in the latter, by the Burgh Police Act 1892, — vee 
Commissioners have provided a public slaughter- 

no other place within the burgh may be used p 
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inf = dangerous tendency to send unwholesome animals to be | as the meat inspector's decision is always supplemen- 

annot bit ME S!2ughtered and sold in small villages where they will | ted by that of a medical or veterinary officer in case 

sizure the WANE CSCAPE Inspection. : of doubt there will be a distinct improvement in the | 
Butchers Om Allthis helps us to see what the unbiassed members | work. Purveyors of meat will not be unjustly treat- al 
sider un- [aN of a Royal Commission think on the subject of meat | ed and the consumer will receive much more efficient: | 
where in. inspection, In their recommendations they state in | protection. 


ses, want- me some detail what they consider the qualifications of | Some members of the veterinary profession have 
=) a meat inspector should be. This is the paragraph :— | objected rather strongly to the action of the Sanitary 


behalf of QuauiricaTions oF Mrat INSPECTOR. Institute. The proposed meat-inspectors certificate 

as tothe MN “We recommend that in future no person be permitted has been described as “‘ a pseudo-veterinary diploma 

toact as a meat inspector until he has passed a qualifying and a fraud. | 
are Well B® oxamination before such authority as may be prescribed | UTS! epithet must be based upon ignorance ot the | 


Se by the Local Government Board or Board of Agriculture certificate. It would be as far from the truth to call ) 


Se on the following subjects :— the sanitary inspector's certificate a pseudo-medical 
tities the (a) The law of meat inspection and such bye-laws, | diploma as to compare in this way the meat inspec- 
blic meat FR regulations, etc., as may be in force at the time | tor’s certificate with the veterinary diploma. There 
(0) The tamesand situations of the organs of the body, | men in all callings, bat never yet hes 
(c) Signs of health and disease in animals destined for such anxiety been displayed by a medical en 6 to | 
d to bear ii food, both when alive and after slaughter. show jealously and fear of the sanitary inspector. | 
of killing, (d) The appearance and character of fresh meat organs, Such an exhibition of weakness has been reserved | 
and other fat and blood and the conditions rendering them, | for the veterinarians, but I hope that only a supertfi- 
there was or preparations from them, fit or unfit for | cial knowledge of facts will entirely dissipate any 
s of meat Te human food.” further needless alarm. That the examination is 


After the publication of the report of the Royal | likely to be a farce or a fraud is another invention of 
Commission the Sanitary Institute decided to make | a perturbed mind not strong in the rules of logic. 


ot only be an effort to supply the requirements of the Commis- | The invention seems to arise in this way. If the 
inspector sion by instituting an examination for meat inspec- | examination is any good it can only be passed by 
en tors. Remember that the Sanitary Institute granted | veterinary surgeons, if any inferior person passes, 
wor dbe certificates to sanitary inspectors who are now the | it must be afarce or a fraud. Now meat inspection ) 
- veterir: [am Bly recognised meat inspectors, and it will be seen | does not exhaust the whole knowledge of a veterinary 
oundness how natural it was for this body to attempt the im- | surgeon, and it is humanly possible thata man might : 
= provement advised by the Royal Commission. Re-| bea good meat inspector but not a good veterinary 
ion that m cognising the technical character of the work the| surgeon. It is possible too that an examination for 
’ On - Institute called to its aid members of the meat trades | meat inspectors might rightly reject a veterinary sur- 
ds: # . = and of the veterinary profession. With these it|geon. When an examination is so arranged that a 
pease formed & committee to which representatives of the | person passing it is able to detect unsound meat but 
id be em medical profession and general sanitarians were also | unable to give a scientific explanation of the unsound- 
re a stall joined, and many meetings were held before the rules | ness there is neither farce nor fraud—unless the 
necessa = and regulations adopted were finally shaped. No | examination pretends to something much higher than 
s, but all certificates have so far been granted, as the first | its apparent aim. 
Se 3 ee “y" a to be held. The regulations| The meat inspectors certificate of the Sanitary 
é opted are not final, and I have no doubt that any | Institute is not offered as evidence of the possession 
eaten offered the Institute by a body vessel of pathological knowledge. It makes no pretence to 
section 3 . nowledge of the subject would be considered with | compete either with a medical or a veterinary diploma. 
annually —— Of course it is within the bounds of possibility that 
laughter e:— at some member of a local authority might over- 
(1) Proof of three months practical work. estimate its importance. But it is hardly fair to pre- 
wo? Possession of a certificate as sanitary inspec- not as 
; : a the members of one calling as another. am & 
laughter @) An age limit of 21 years. member of the committee of the Sanitary Institute, 
Jaughter “" examination is in two parts, written and oral. | and I have always heard the other members acknow- 
at burghs Ro ‘ subjects taken are those suggested by the | ledge that the possession of a veterinary diploma is 
when the Th Commission. evidence of a mastery of the subject of meat inspection } 
ter-houw On oral part is to be conducted with specimens. | greater than can be claimed for any other document. 
used ae paper these provisions seem sufficient, but in| I believe I am stating the opinion of the committee 
very local aoe they must depend, like all other examina- | when I say that they agree with me that a veterinary 
a public “aa, the questions put by the examiners and | surgeon is much more fitted for the inspection of 
orany TE the en — of perfection required. Clearly | meat than the medical officer of health. 
Ve recom” Commission did not expect a scientific! The question—who is best ? is somewhat acaden- 
r for sale Was an wn .J2 pathology. What they suggested | ical, a little lower than the best is found to give prac- 
illed 10 tion a qeunination which would ensure the recogni- | tical satisfaction in most callings, and we must take 
ie whens ‘sease when present—not a diagnosis of its | into consideration other conditions than those of per- 
Beult yi echic Phony Sanitary Institute, I think, will attain | fection. The ratepayer is the consumer of meat, and 


a recommended by the Commission, and | he pays the cost of all inspection. He therefore has 


will Ye 
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a right to some say in the matter. If he knows his 
own good he will always endeavour to employ the 
best man he can afford. Where the inspection of 
meat can be concentrated in one or two places, and 
where it is of such an extent as to occupy the whole 
time of an inspector, it will pay to have an expert 
and to make the remuneration large enough to attract 
a professional man. 

In the few large abattoirs that now exist a veteri- 
nary surgeon is almost always in cffice. As more 
large towns adopt the public slaughter-house so they 
seek for veterinary experts to do their inspection, 
and | believe that local authorities have almost every- 
where recognised the superior fitness of veterinarians 
for meat inspection. ‘ 

There are, however, many small towns and large 

rural districts in which all meat is killed in private 
slaughterhouses. If the district were large enough 
to pay a veterinary surgeon I see no reason why it 
should not employ one to inspect in the private 
places. Very often it must arise that the work is 
so little as not to require more than one or two days 
a week of an inspector’s time. In such circum- 
stances I do not see how the ratepayers can do better 
than entrust the duties to the sanitary inspector who 
includes the work in his usual daily routine. If 
meat inspection from any cause must be left to others 
than veterinarians then certainly the certificate, of 
the Sanitary Institute will be some guide to local 
authorities making appointments, and spme protec- 
tion to the consumers of meat. ; 

Thers is one argument which veterinarians may 
urge against the 8. I’s. certificate, but which other 
people may not value highly. It may be said that 
the certificate will be accepted by local authorities as 
evidence of the holders high qualification as a meat 
inspector, and that when good appointments are 
vacant the certificated inspector will compete on level 
terms for the place with holders of veterinary di- 
plomas, and that as he will probably accept a lower 
salary the better man will be ousted. 

Now if this anticipation is reasonably trne and not 

_ too remote in its consequences, members of the 
veterinary profession have a perfect right, in their 
own interests and for their own protection, to look 
critically at the Sanitary Institute’s certificate. 
They should do more—they should take such action 
as will secure acknowledgment of their own higher 
claim for good appointments. 

At present the conditions of the Sanitary Institute's 
examination prevent veterinary surgeons obtaining 
the certificate unless they are holders of a sanitary 
inspector's certificate. If veterinary surgeons held 
the meat inspector's certificate as well as their own 
diploma the above anticipation would be groundless. 
If this were desired I have little doubt the Sanitary 
Institute would so alter the conditions as to admit 
M.R.C.V.S. to the examination. The anticipation is 
founded upon the presumption that ignorance or 
parsimony might influence local authorities, in their 
selections. If a mere certificate has any effect 


holders of the veterinary diploma and of the meat 
inspector's certificate also would be in a very favour- 
able position. 

Against this it may be urged that our diploma is 
so distinctly superior to a meat inspector’s certificate 


that it would be derogatory to the possessor of the 
major instrument to obtain the minor. This is 
rather my own view, although I would substitute the 
word unnecessary for the word derogatory, because 
I see nothing small in sitting for an examination 
which may be valued by other people more highly 
than by ourselves. 

To assume a mere dog-in-the-manger attitude is 
worse than useless. The Sanitary Institute have 
acted deliberately and in accordance with the recon- 
mendations of the Royal Commission. Their certifi- 
cate will be used and respected. It fills a want, and 
its exact value is yet to be determined. We shall 
not injure it by exaggerated statements but we may 
help to put it in its proper place by honest and 
proper recognition. I think its authors value it with 
a fair sense of proportion, and their estimate is that 
it makes no pretence to vie with the diploma of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, but that it 
ensures some useful knowledge on the part of those 
whom the law now entrusts with delicate, technical 
duties. 

On the general question of meat inspection and 
meat inspectors I hold as strongly as any one that 
inspection is a necessity, and that the best inspector 
is a veterinary surgeon. To attain the positions we 
claim our methods should be to bring constant influ- 
ence to bear upon local authorities having appoint: 
ments to make, and to watch carefully the legislation 
which is wanted to regulate the whole subject—legis- 
lation which cannot be much longer delayed. The 
worst thing we can do is to talk as though we wer 
willing to subordinate the good of the general 
public to the interests of a few members of our pro 
fession. 


A CASE OF OPERATION FOR DISLOCATION 
OF THE RADIO-ULNAR ARTICULATION. 


By Frepx. Hospay, F.R.C.V.S., Royal Veterinary 
College, London. 


Displacement of the radio-ulnar articulation bas 
been the commonest dislocation we have met with 0 
the Free Out-patients’ Clinique during the past 5 
years. It has been most frequently observed in tf 
Manchester terrier puppies varying from a few wee 
to three or four months old. In some cases bott 
elbows were affected, in others only one. Although 
it is easy enough to reduce before adhesions form we 
have had the greatest difficulty in permanently keep 
ing the radius and ulna in their normal are get 
we have tried bandages of various kinds with . 
without splints and packing, but almost invariably 
without anything more than temporary success. bs 

On the 23rd of August a toy Manchester tere 
bitch puppy, nine weeks old, was brought for advice ; 
the dislocation had been noticed at birth, and it 
adhesions had formed around the joint. Chloro!0 
was administered and, after a good deal of manip 
tion, the adhesions were broken down and the 
bones re-placed into their normal situation. On 
following day, as the bones were again out of Ph” 
operative interference was decided upon. 4, 

Under chloroform, and with strict attention 
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antiseptic precautions, an incision was made directly 
over the joint. The skin was dissected back as far 
as necessary and holes were bored through the 
olecranon and the centre of the radius with a fine 
bradawl. Fine wire was threaded through these and 
the two bones were fixed into place. The wound was 
sutured, covered with cyanide gauze and a bandage ; 
a metal splint was affixed to keep the joint from 
moving. 

The dressings were not touched until the 26th, 
when it was found that the splint had been insuffi- 
ciently padded and had caused necrosis of two small 
patches of skin. Chinoso! lotion was applied daily, 
the splint being left off. 

On the 30th it was going on so well that the dress- 
ing was left in the owner’s hands entirely, the patient 
being brought occasionally for inspection. Further 
progress was uneventful. 

I saw the animal on the 5th of this month and 
found that the elbow joint was still enlarged, but 
there was a decided improvement on the original 
condition. The limb was used during progression, 
although not quite so freely as the other. The wire 
could be distinctly felt in position. The owner was 
well satisfied with the improvement made, and stated 
that the dog did not seem to suffer the slightest pain 
or irritation in the region operated upon. 


RUPTURE OF GASTROCNEMIUS TENDON. 
By W. Paver, M.R.C.V.S., Blackwater. 


Subject. A cat about 2 years old, brought to me on 
August 25th, 1899. 

History. Injury supposed to have been caused by 
a trap about a week previously. 

Symptoms. Inability to raise the left tarsus from 

the ground during progression. Very slight lacera- 
tion of the skin, Examination revealed the gastroc- 
hemius tendon to be ruptured, the ends being some 
distance apart. 
Treatment. After administering chloroform the 
imb was placed in such a position as to bring the 
ends of the tendon together and a poroplastic felt 
splint applied over a layer of boric lint. 

Sept. 16th. Splint, ete., was removed and tendon. 
was found to be healed. A few weeks later the 


Owner told me that iari i 
ialenian at there was no peculiarity of gait 


SCENE.—A QUEEN OF WATERING PLACES. 
A Srasre 1 Ir. 


“Good morning Coachman.” 
morning Sir.” 
understand you have a horse ill?” 
have a look at him.”’ 
4,4 don’t know si ; i 
. Vb yes, but I take i i 
th & very great interest in these 
gs. County Council lecturer ; don’t you 


‘Oh, I daresay there would’nt be no harm sir, if 
you did just look at him.” 

Enter Mr. F.R.C.V.S , County Council lecturer, 
chuckling, ‘‘ got my way with the fool.” Looks at 
case, ‘‘ hum—hah—ho—,”’ wears a mysterious look 
of grief, pity, and contempt, but does’nt speak, as he 
feels that the wonder working formula is having its 
effects upon the coachman, who will presently speak 
in the interest of his ward. 

“What do you think then sir, if it is'nt the 
mumps ?” 

‘* Well, my good man, it would be easy enough to. 
tell you, but occupying the position I do (C.C. lec- 
turer etc., with embellishments and awe inspiring 
gestures) I should not care to suggest anything, 
while another practitioner, however old-fashioned, 
was in attendance.” 

Aside, to himself, ‘ that cock always fights; they 
never see the cloven foot when wrapped in 
etiquette.” 

An hour later. 

‘* Weil John, is Topthorne any better ?”’ 

afraid not sir.”’ 

‘“No! but Mr. Straight said he was distinctly im- 
proving yesterday.” 

‘“‘ Yes, and I thought so myself sir.” 

‘* What has happened then to make you think him 
worse again?” 

‘* Well sir, there was a very clever veterinary hap- 
pened to be outside, and as he was too much the gen- 
tleman to charge me for just havin’ a look at ’im, 
well, I let him, ye know.” 

** Oh, what did he say ?”’ 

‘‘ Well sir, he did’nt say a great lot ’cause he did’nt- 
want to say nothing agin anybody else as was doctor- 
ing the ’oss, but my opinion is that he thought that 
Straight was all wrong about ’im.” 

‘*T should like to have seen the vet. you speak of, 
what is his name ?”’ 

‘* Ob, here is his card sir, he did leave that, but I 
could’nt make out whether it was Anglo Saxon or 
what, never heard the name before as I can tell on.” 
Owner of Topthorne cogitates—‘‘ Old Straight 
seemed very confident yesterday, I wonder whether 
he is right after all ? I gave a deuce of a lot of money 
for that horse, and I should’nt like to lose him for 
the sake of a few guineas. I'll walk round and see 
Mr. F. V. 8.” 

Under a spreading deal signboard, with F.R.C.V.5. 
writ large, the great C.C. lecturer happens to have 
returned from an urgent case. Upon the desk are 
telegrams (dates concealed) letters with coronets (a 
bit stale looking) and others that might be duns or 
anything else, from a subscription list to a poem on 
the gentle tubercle bacillus. An imposing array of 
certificates, immaculate instrument et hoc omne, de- 
corate the walls and make a profound impression on 
Mr. Croscountree, who asks quite diffidently if the 
great man (C.C.L. etc.) is at home. 

«‘ Would like to know what you think of ‘“ Top 
thorne’”’ Mr. F. V.8.? Mr. F. V.S. Let me see, | 
really cannot call you to mind for the moment, my 
practice is so wide and I hav’vt that Royal gift of 
recognition which would be so valuable to me now, 
but I never fail to retain the details of a case when 


think I might see the case ?”’ 


once entered in my case book.”’ 
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“| want you to put this case in your book Mr. 
A. §., you were good enough to look at it in a—a— 
may I say, friendly sort of way, in the interests of 
science too (thinks he has given himself away a little 
too much and the mural decorations are not quite so 
overwhelming as at first.) ane 

‘“‘ Oh, —ah—hum—bit ah, is’nt there a practitioner 
already in attendance ?”’ 

“Yes, but I should very much like to have your 
opinion, and you know I don’t like to offend old 
Straight, if you would come and give my man in- 
structions, he need not be told—and, I gave a lot of 
money for that horse.” 

“ Ah, poor old Straight is it, decent old fellow in 
his day, but modern science has so revolutionised the 
treatment of mumps, that one really ought not to 
expect that men of the old school shou'd be able to 
follow.” 

Well, you'll come and see him?” 
anxious that he shall). 

“I hardly know what to say Mr. Croscountree 
{fearing the while that his fish will fall off the hook) 

but—ah—perhaps for once, and as you are anxious 
not to offend Straight, I might forego strict etiquette 
on this occasion. I will call round very shortly, as 
the Duke of Seven Dials has an appointment with 
me at Mashum Towers, and I will give your horse 
something suitable before I meet his Grace.” 

‘Thank you so much.”’ (Retires.) 

Mr. F, V.58. (turning to his assistant) how’s that 
Mr. Blockhead ? Is’nt that one for old Straight ? 


This is not advertising, it is ‘‘ slimness.”’ 
Harotp Leeney. 


(Getting 


REPORT ON AN INVESTIGATION WITH RE- 
GARD TO THE VALUE OF TUBERCULIN AS A 
TEST OF THE PRESENCE OF TUBERCULOSIS 
IN CATTLE. 
By J. MLaucutan Youne, F.R.C.V.S., and 
J.S. H. Wacker, M.B., D.P.H. 


On behalf of the Department of Agriculture in the 
University of Aberdeen, we have recently carried out 
an investigation into the value of tuberculin as a diag- 
nostic of tuberculosis in cattle, and we now have the 
honour to report what we have done, and to state the 
general conclusions arrived at. 

By the kindness of Mr. Wishart (John Williamson, 
Junr.) an Aberdeen butcher who kills the best class of 
beef for west-end families, and of Mr. Wood and Mr. 
Leiper who kill a very large number of similar cattle for 
the southern markets, and also of Mr. Duncan Mr. Ban- 
nochie and Mr. Ferguson, all of Aberdeen, aud of Mr. 
Docherty and Mr. Freudenthal of Newcastle, and a num- 
ber of butchers in other towns, arrangements were made 
whereby the test was applied to the animals shortly 
before slaughter and the results during life noted. and 
then a careful examination of the carcase made after 
death. We desire to our best thanks to all the 
gentlemen referred to for giving us access to so many 
cattle, and also to the superintendents of the various 
slaughterhouses and the slaughtermen for affording us 
every possible facility including entrance sometimes at 
inconvenient hours. We desire also to acknowledge the 

nerous aid we have received from the Agricultural 

partment of the University, and to express our 


special obligations to Professor Hamilton and Professor 
Matthew Hay. for help throughout, and for valuable sug- 
gestions as to the tabulating of the facts. 

Most of the cattle were tested before removal from the 
farms, but several animals, cows especially, were tested 
in the byres of the slaughter-houses after being there for 
at least twenty-four hours. 

The tuberculin we used was obtained from the Royal 
Veterinary College, London, and care was taken . 
larly to disinfect the syringe in corrosive callnataain 
tion (1-1000), and to cleanse the needle by boiling. The 
animals were inoculated immediately behind the shoul- 
der, the operation being performed in the evening, ex- 
cept in a few cases. The temperature was taken at the 
tenth, eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth hours after inocu- 
lation. As a general rule Mr. Young applied the 
tuberculin and noted the results on the live animal, 
while Dr. Walker, who was kept in ignorance of these 
results, conducted the post-mortem examination. It 
may be mentioned that these operations were fre- 
quently witnessed by interested spectators, and that we 
were occasionally honoured with the presence of veteri- 
nary surgeons and members of the medical profession. 

Two hundred and forty cattle were tested and ex- 
amined. These consisted of 100 bullocks, 60 heifers, 77 
cows and 3 bulls. The bullocks, with a single excep- 
tion, were two years old ; the heifers, with a single ex- 
ception, were one or two months younger: the bulls 
were three years, while the average age of the cows was 
seven and a half years. ‘ 

We desire to call attention to a few oustanding 
particulars, taking the classes in the order of the tables. 

Bullocks.—T wenty reacted after inoculation, and were 
found on slaughter to be tuverculous. Another, No. 
7, was suspected to be tuberculous because the tempera: 
ture rose to 103°, and the animal became dull and ref 
to eat. This animal proved t» be tuberculous. Nos. 3, 
19, and 55 gave no reaction, but were found to be tuber 
culous. In No. 3 the lesion consisted of a fibrous nodule 
about the size of a hazel-nut in the left lung, an old em 
cysted tubercle which appeared to be no longer active. 
In Nos. 19 and 55 the ie ae was a small calcareous 
tubercle about half the size of a pea in a mesenteric 
gland. In one of the cases the gland was pronounced by 
Professor Hamilton after microscopic examination, to 
tuberculous. In the other case a rove ad was 1nocu- 
lated with matter from the lesion with the result, that 
tubercle bacilli were recognised in the lesions of the 
guinea-pig. 

Heifers.-—Six reacted and proved to be tuberculous. 
Four, which failed to react, were found to be tuberct 
lous. Two of these, Nos. 28 and 30, formed part of a 
small lot which were purposely tested with a mixture ° 
fresh and old tuberculin, the old patios having been 
store for more than a year. In the third of the case 
No. 37 in which there was a slight rise of temperatur’ 
the dose of tuberculin was was probably deficient ‘ 
quantity owing to a defect which was found a Z 
syringe allowing some of the contents to escape. An tare 
fourth, No. 60, was an extremely diminitive crea bly 
about three years old, for which the dose was Pro 
underestimated and made too small. - 

Cows.—It is not the custom to slaughter @ yy with 
ber of cows at anyone centre. For this reason, seo is 
the view of observing the incidence of the - 
various parts of the country, we visited several. P 


‘in Aberdeenshire and in the neighbourhood of New 


castle, and were successful in getting access to “od 
seven cows of various breeds and ages. Of these ae 
two were found on slaughter to be tuberculous, a The 
only twenty-tive had reacted after inoculation. oe 
latter were mostly young cows, while > * ther, the 
cows that failed to react were all old. Further, 


lesions in those which reacted were found is on thus 


to be much less extensive than in others. 
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found the tuberculin test ineffectual when the disease 


has existed for some considerable time and has become 
neralised, especially if the animal is old and more or 
ess emaciated. 
Bulls.—One reacted, and was found on post-mortem 


examination to have the lungs and pleura on the left side 


tuberculous. 
The disease in bullocks and heifers was found most 


commonly in the bronchial and mediastinal glands, 


occurring in these organs in twenty-five cases. Next in 
frequency the lungs were affected, there being fifteen 
ection, while in seven of these the 
lesions were confined to the lungs. The pharyngeal 
glands were diseased in seven instances, and the mesen- 
teric glands in five. In three of the mesenteric cases the 
disease appeared to be part of a general affection, while 
in the two others it was confined to the mesenteric 
glands, the lesion was minute, and there had been no 
reaction. The disease was found in the pleura in three 
-_ on the peritoneum in two, and in the liver in 
ve. 

In nearly all the cows the bronchial and mediastinal 
lands and the lungs were affected, while lesions were 
ound in the pleura in eleven cases only. The liver was 

diseased in thirteen instances, the peritoneum in five, 
the right kidney in one, and the udder in seven, in two 
very extensively. A remarkable difference was observed 
in the prevalence of the disease in cows as compared 
with heifers. We found it occurring in 16.6 per cent. 
of the heifers and in 54.5 per cent. of the cows. We are 
thus led to suppose that a large number of the cows had 
become tuberculous after having attained maturity. 
This consideration appears to emphasise the infectious 
character of the disease. 

According to some authorities the udder is rarely the 

Seat of tuberculosis, but our investigation indicates that 


the fact is otherwise. We found that almost 10 per 
cent. of the cows had tuberculous udders, and that over 
16 per cent. of the tuberculous cows had tubercle in the 
udder. It is to be noted that only one of the udder- 
affected cows could be called a “piner,” while the 
others were ordinary dairy cows in fair condition. The 

revalence of tuberculous udder explains how tubercu- 
osis may be conveyed from cows to calves, and dissemi- 
nated in a herd. 

It will be observed by a glance at the tables that every 
animal which reacted under the test proved 2n post- 
mortem examination to be tuberculous, and that 
seventy-seven of the animals, or 31.7 per cent., were 
affected. 

We have arrived at the following general conclusions, 
— we take leave to state with considerable confi- 

ence :— 

1. Our experience confirms the generally accepted 
opinion that tuberculin loses its virulency when 
kept for any length of time. 

2. When used with care and under proper conditions 
tuberculin is a reliable diagnostic of tuberculosis 
in cattle, except (a) when the tubercular lesion is 
minute, or (>) when the disease has become general- 
ised, especially in the case of aged and emaciated 
animals. 

3. Tuberculous udder occurs more frequently than is 
generally believed to be the case. 


Agricultural Laboratory, 
University of Aberdeen, Sept. 29, 1899. 


[Space prevents us printing the tables in full, but we 
give a sample part of each. The temperatures were 
taken four times between the 10th and 13th hours after 
injection.—Ep. V.R.] 


BULLOCKS. 
| 
3 emperature. 
No. Description. Dose Post-mortem Condition 
aes 10 Ir 12 | 13 
1 | Black polled 101-6| 40 m. 101-6 | 101-8 101-6 101-4 | Sound 
A | | Bronchial and pharyngeal glands affected—the 
” 1018; ,, | 104°8 |105-4 106-4 105°6| latter much enlarged. 
” 1018) | 101-4 |101-°6 101-6 101-6) Encysted nodule in rightlung. See report. 
» Cross 101°4| 101-6 101-4 101-4 101-2 | Sound 
” ” 101-4; ,, 101°6 |101-4 | 101-2 101-2 | Sound 
7 polled 101-4) ,, | 101°6 [101-6 101°4 101°4 | Sound 
” 102: », 102-3 |103-0 102°8 102-8) Both lungs, bronchial, mediastinal, mesenteric and 
pharyngeal glands affected. Animal was dull 
8 | Black | and refused food when under the test. See report. 
1016}, 101-2 101°6 | 101°4| Sound 
» 101-2) ,, 101-4 /101-6 | 101-5 101-8) Sound 
ni” 101-2} ,, | 104-0 |106-0 104-4 | 104°6 | Single-nodule in left lung. 
1015; ,, 101-4 | 101-6 103-0 | 103-2 | Sound 
Orkney 102-4 45 m. 101-4 |101-°6 101-9 | 101-7) Sound 
ul” (102- | ,, 101-4 |102'8 102-2 | Sound 
15 | (102-4) ,, 102-0 | 104-6 105-9 | 105-8) Large nodule in right lung. 
16 | n polled | 102- 101-0 |103-0 105-2 105°9 Bronchial, mediastinal, mesenteric glands affected. 
| ,, 101-0 101-5 101-5 101°5| Sound 
Site ” 102- ‘101-6 | 101-8 101-5 | 102-0) Sound 
ek 102- 101-8 |102-0 1018 101-5, Sound 
20 Req 101-8 | 101-2 101-2 | 102°0 | Minute nodule in mesenteric gland. See report. 
21 ,, 101-8 | 102-0 101-7 | 101°9 | Sound 
22 |Black ” 101: ,, 101-7 | 101°3 101-4 101-4 | Sound 
23 101-4) ,, | 101-7 | 101-7 101°6 | Sound 
24 101°6'47 m. 101-7 |101°6 102-0 102°1 | Sound 
25 101: (101-1 | 101-2 | 101°6 | 101-4 | Sound 
101-4; ,, 101-3 | 101-3 | 101-4 | 101-4 | Sound 
,, 102-1 | 102-7 1028 103-0 | Sound 
101-7; ,,  101°5 | 101-8 | 101-4 | | Sound 
29 101-1; ,, 101-3 | 101-4 101-1 | 101-2 | Sound 
30 101-2} ,, 102-0 | 101-9 | 101-1 | 101°3 | Sound 
” 101-7) — — |Not tested because of suspected rheumatism. 
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HEIFERS. 
‘TE 
emperature. 
Hours aher Inceulation. 
No. Description. Dose. Post-mortem Condition- 
E&s 10 II 12 13 ing 
on 
1 | Black cross ‘polled 101°2 | 37 101-3! 101-2 | | 101-6! Sound 
2 101°4| 101°3 | 101-4) Sound the 
8 101°2| ,, 101-4 | 101-2 | 101°4| 101-6 | Sound to 
4 » polled 101°5| ,, |101.4| 102: | 104-4) 105: | Pharyngeal glands only affected. tub 
5 » cross polled 102: | 40 m, | 101-2} 101°2 | 101°4| 101-2 | Sound a 
101:5| ,, |101°6| 101-6 | 101-6| 101-6 | Sound tol 
101-4; ,, |101°6| 101- | 101-2/ 101-2} Sound adv 
8 | Brown cross 102°2| ., | 102° | 101-7 | 102-2| 102-2} Sound but 
9 | Red ,, 102°2 | 102°4| 102°1 | Sound me 
10 polled (|102°7| ,, 101°8| 101°7 | 101°5 | 102: Sound hav 
11 | White cross 102: | 102°8| 104-5 | 105°7 104-7 | Tubercular disease in first segment of the sacrum. the 
12 | Red cross polled 101°4; ,, 101°4| 101-2 | 101°3| 101-6 | Sound onl) 
101-9! ,, |101-6| 101-2 | 101-2| 101-5 Sound afte 
14 | Black polled 102-3} ,, |102- | 101-3 | 101-7; 102°2 | Sound enc 
15 » cross polled 102° Po 102-4} 102°9 | 103- | 102°6 | Sound lou: 
101°4| ,, 103°7| 104-5 | 105- | 106-4 Bronchial gland greatly enlarged and tuberculous. the’ 
17 | Black ,, 101-4] 101°3 | 101°3| 101°4 | Sound hou 
18 | ,, cross 101°8| ,, | 101-8| 101-9 | 102° | 101-8 Sound 
19| ,, polled} |101°5| ,. |101°7| 101-7 | 101-8) 101-8; Sound Th 
20 | Brown ,, 101:7| ,, | 101°8| 101-8 | 102 | 102-1 Sound 
21 | Black 101:7| ,, | 103:1| | 103-1| 102°8 | Sound tem 
22| ,, cross polled ., |101-2| 101-2 | 101-1 101-1 Sound 15 
23 101°8| 101°6 | 101-4 | 101°3| Sound Mes 
24| ,, polled 101: » {100-9} 101- | 101- | 101-1; Sonnd Tar 
25 | White Irish 101°7| ,, | 101-6 | 101°6 | 101-5| 101-3 | Sound the, 
26 | Black cross polled  ,, 100°8| 101°4 | 101-2) 101-2} Sound dou 
27 ” ” ” 101-4 ” 101°8 | 101°9 | 101°8| 101°5 | Sound re-a 
2) ” 1018) ,. | 101-4 101-4 | 101-6 101-7, Two bronchial glands enlarged and tu berculous A 
Mized tuberculin used. 
29| 101-2} ,, | 101-17 | 101-2/ 101-2 Sound cot 
30| ,, cross 100°8|} ,, | 101-3| 101-1 | 101-2/ 101-6 | Left lung and pleura and peritoneum affected. Mixed = 
tuberculin used. See Report. 
31 | Black polled 101-2 | 50 m. | 101-4 | 101-3 | 101-3 | 101-2 | Sound 
32 | Red cross ,, 101-8} 101-9 | 101-8/ 101-4 | Sound 
COWS. 
Temperature. 
ai eg Hours after Inoculation. 
No Description. Age FES Dose. Post-mortem Conditions. 
aes | 10 | Ir 32 13 
Pres 
1 | Red cross 8 \ 102-4 | 45 m. 104-6 |105- | 105-3 | 105-6| Lungs and liver affected. the « 
2 | Black polled 4 |50 m./ 101-9 | | 1019 |102- | Sound Lone 
3 | Ayrshire 8 101-9 101-7 | 101-7 | — | Sound Tam 
4 | Red cross 12 | 101-5) 55 m.| 101-9 |102- | 101-8 | 101-8| Sound Gibk 
5 | White cross 13 | m.! 101-9 | 102°5 |102°9| Lungs, bronchial, mediastinal and pharyné' Leic 
(emaciated) glands, liver, peritoneum and pleura affec a me 
6 12 /101.3/53 107-8 102-8 | 103- | 102°1| Lungs, bronchial and mediastinal glands an Nun 
| kidney affected. geal Well 
11 | 101-4 50 m./ 101-5 | 102-7 | 102-5 |102: | Lungs, bronchial, mediastinal and phary? 
| glands affected. Hay 
6 | 102-8 | 53 m.| 103-6 | 104-8 | 105-3 | — | Lungs and bronchial glands affected. This Wee 
9|Roan ,, ,, 6 | 1021/50 m.|103- 104: | 1043 — | Lungs, bronchial glands. pleura and udder. art 
udder was enormously enlarged and in an & or, F 
ced state of disease. ess 
10 | Brown,, ,, | 101-4 | 101-6 | 101-6 | 101°5| Sound ediastins! 
11 | Black polled 4 | 102: » | 1023 102-6 | 103-8 | 104-3| Lungs, bronchial, pharyngeal and m 
glands, diaphragm and liver affected. Ap 
4\1015| ,, | 101-4 101-5 101-5 | 101-4| Sound from 
13 | White Irish 5 |1012)  ,, | 101-5 | 101-6 | 102-6 | 104-9| Liver affected. H. 
Red 102-1 | 104-7 | 104: | Bronchial and mediastinal glands. W.S. 
” ‘9 101°7 | 101-7 | 101-3) Sound in 
16 | Black polled 8 \100°5) ,, (101: 1008 |101- |101- | Bronchial glands much enlarged and tuberculot 
17 | White cross 12 |101-1)55 m.| 101: 100-5 | 100°6 | 101- | Lungs and bronchial glands affected. Trig 
18 | Alderney 8 | 101° |50 100-7 100-5 | 101-2 | 101-7) Sound ted Th 
19 | White cross |55m./ 101-5 101-8 102- | 101-9) Lungs, bronchial glands and udder 
20 |Red_,, 12 | 101-2 101-4 | 101-7 | 101-9| Lungs, bronchial, mediastinal and 
glands affected. d liver 
21 | White 6 | 101: » |103-1 104-3 “105-1 104°8| Lungs, bronchial and mediastinal glands an) Mr 
| affected. 
22 |Red ,, 7 (1008, ,, | 101-4 101-8 | 101-7 | 101°6| Sound 
| 
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THE TUBERCULIN TESTS BY THE ABERDEEN 
UNIVERSITY. 


Sir,—I read in your excellent journal a very interest: 
ing report by Messrs. M’Lauchlan-Young and Walker 
on the precise value of tuberculin for the diagnosis of 
tuberculosis in cattle. Among the facts pointed out 
there is one which has specially surprised me, that is 
the large proportion of animals that, not having reacted 
to the test of tuberculin, have been discovered to be 
tuberculous after death—17 outof 44. It is well known 
tous in France that certain cows affected with very 
advanced tubrculosis cannot react, or react insufficiently, 
but the pe is always verysmall. Will you allow 
me to tell you why, in my opinion, your correspondents 
have had so many failures?’ They mention having taken 
the temperature of the animals under test three times 
only after the injection—10 hours, 11 hours, and 13 hours 
after. This is quite insufficient. A lengthened experi- 
ence has taught me that the greater number of tubercu- 
lous animals “ make their reaction,” that is to say, have 
theirmaximum (hyper-thermic) heat towards the fifteenth 
hour, others reach it only at the eighteenth hour, and a 
very small number reach it only at the twentieth hour. 
This is why it is the approved rule in France to take the 
temperature four times times before deciding—12 hours, 
15 hours, 18 hours, and 21 hours after the injection. If 
Messrs. M’Lauchlan-Young and Walker had acted thus, 
Iam convinced they would have found the reaction in 
the greater part of the seventeen tuberculous cows, and 
doubtless also in the four heifers that they state did not 
re-act.—-Yours, etc., 


Alfort, 20th Nov. 
Scottish Farmer. 


Ep. Nocarp. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A quarterly meeting was held at the Bell Hotel, 
P icester, on Tuesday afternoon, November 2ist. The 
resident (Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromwich) occupied 

e om, and there were also present : Prof. Macqueen, 
Tan ral Messrs. Jas. Simpson, Maidenhead ; H. Olver, 
W. Carless, Stafford ; J. R. Green, F. H. 
Leie ings, Nottingham ; G. de Lisle Tinkler, Syston, 

ie ge G. Rossell, Sandiacre ; E. W. Parks, Welling- 
Nears ; Trevor Spencer, Kettering; H. A. Barrett, 

ellin ; H. Collett, West Bromwich ; J. Bainbridge, 
in Le orough ; H. Blunt, Lutterworth ; T. H. Hob- 

ge J. J. Burchnell, Loughborough; C. 

eae Liecester ; H. S. Reynolds, Daventry ; G. 
Blakeway and J. Tay- 

) ; and J. Malcolm, seer . Visi : 

essrs, E. E. Clarke, and H. E. 


APOLOGIES. 
rom the f xe by letter or telegram, were received 
. olowing for their unavoidable absence : Sir 


Simpson, Profs. M’ 

Ws » Profs. M’Fadyean and Penberth , Messrs. 
ing W. Carless, F. W. Barling, . L. Barl- 
ton, Ay tookes, W. Grasby, A. Hodgkins, A. Law- | 


W. M Marti 
Trigger, and J. Martin, G. F. Prickett, R. C. | 
quarterly meeting ETARY read the minutes of the last 


New MeEmpBers NoMINATED. 


Mr. 
t. Hogson nominated for membership of the Associa- 


tion Mr. H. E. Powe tt, of Coalville. The name will be 
duly submitted at the next meeting. 


Votes oF SYMPATHY. 


The PrEsIDENT said he should like to ask the mem- 
bers to pass a vote of condolence with the family of the 
late Mr. Stanley. The deceased gentleman had been a 
member of this Association for the past 30 years, and 
had always enjoyed the esteem of all with whom ,he 
came in contact. He moved a resolution on the subject. 

Mr. OLver, in seconding, said he had enjoyed the 
friendship of the late Mr. Stanley ever since they were 
at school together. 

The motion was carried sub silentio. 

The PresIpENT said he also had to announce with 
extreme regret the serious illness of another member of 
this Association, Mr. Jones, of Leicester. He moved 
that the Hon. Sec. be requested to write Mr. Jones a 
sympathetic letter in the name of the Association. 

Mr. Grpsrincs seconded, and it was carried. 


SOME LAMENESSES AND THEIR TREATMENT. 
Address, by Professor MACQUEEN. 


Prof. MACQUEEN said he thought some apology was 
necessary for the very indefinite title of the remarks he 
pecgenee tomake. He ought to say that after their 

resident and Mr. Malcolm, had in a most diplomatic 
way, entrapped him into promising to read a_paper, he 
found himself at a great loss to select a suitable subject. 
Even after making up his mind, with the assistance of 
the Secretary, he was not quite sure that he would 
succeed in covering any ground that was unfamiliar to 
the members themselves. Entering at once into his sub- 
ject Professor Macqueen said that there was an increas- 
ing tendency to attribute lameness to nervous disease 
and certainly difficulty had been met in ascertaining 
the real nature of many lamenesses. He proposed refer- 
ring to locomotor ataxia, partial paralysis, shivering, 
and radial paralysis, and if time should permit he should 
say something of the symptoms and treatment of navi- 
cular disease and splints. 

Referring to locomotor ataxia he mentioned that his 
old master, Prof. McCall, gave him the first incentive to 
pay attention to lameness due to nervous causes. Loco- 
motor ataxia had been observed in young horses and 
occasionally in old animals, and it was believed to be 
due to spinal myelitis with sclerosis, occurring at the 
brachial and lumbar enlargements of the cord and 
brought about by infection from antecedent disease, as 
strangles, influenza, or pneumonia. Locomotor ataxia 
exhibited very peculiar symptoms and he proceeded to 
give a sketch of what he had observed in horsés affected 
with this ailment. Besides the curious movements of 
the feet and legs, there was increased sensibility of the 
skin—which, perhaps, owing to violence, was a little 
more inclined to sweating. 

Another affection, sometimes called partial paralysis, 
was seen in young horses. There was not the same 
want of co-ordination of movement, but there was loss 
of power in the hind limbs. This affection was known 
by various names such as “kidney droppings” and 
“jinked back.” But he looked upon a horse described 
as a “kidney dropper ” as one suffering not so much from 
nervous as from vascular trouble. 

As to shivering, exact information on the disease cid 
not carry one very far, but it served to show that 
shivering was a disease of the spinal cord. He described 
the various phases of shivering, and declared that if a 
horse had been rested some weeks prior to examination, 
the disease was sometimes so difficult to detect that the 
veterinary surgeon ought not to be blamed for passing a 
shiverer. 
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The treatment of locomotor ataxia, was not simple, 
yet not specially difficult. It required to be carried opt 
under the supervision of the veterinary surgeon, as it 
was necessary that he should see the animal every day. 
He administered strychnine in gradually increasing 
doses, though how it atfected the spinal cord he did not 

retend to explain. He only favoured it by the results. 
Fie used a rough and ready antidote, but one well worth 
a trial, namely an infusion of four ounces of black twist 
tobacco. 

He next dealt with radial paralysis or dropped elbow— 
the symptoms of which had been attributed to fractured 
first rib—with which he could not agree. The accepted 
causes he confessed were unsatisfactory, and having 
given the disposition of the radial nerve and described 
the symptoms and treatment, he remarked that recovery 
from radial paralysis was often slow and imperfect. 
Having traversed the chief symptoms of navicular 
disease he explained with minuteness the operation of 
neurectomy which he regarded as the only useful treat- 
ment for the disease. After some general remarks on 
the effects of the operation and occasional complications, 
the Professor concluded by stating that he must reserve 
the subject of splints for a future occasion. ; 


DIscussIon. 


Mr. J. F. Srmpson said that his being called upon first 
was no doubt one of the penalties of continued absence, 
because he was bound to confess, to his extreme regret, 
that he attended the meetings of the Association very 
irregularly. Professor Macqueen referred in the first 

lace to what he considered was one of the most interest- 
ing, yet least understood diseases—a disease that was 
rarely met with in ordinary practice, viz, locomotor 
ataxia. He differed from the lecturer in this respect, 
that he did not think there was any set of symptonis 
that could be laid down for the diagnosis of nervous 
diseases of that character. With regard to the causes, he 
did not hesitate to say that heredity played but a small 
part in the contraction of those diseases. 

He agreed in the usefulness of the operation of neurec- 
tomy, and he advised the use of an elastic bandagé, 
which he had always found efficacious. By a judicious 
use of the tourniquet and the application of a bandage 
he believed he could perform the uperation of neurectomy 
without spilling so much as a drop of blood. With re- 
gard to the preparation of the leg, it was undoubtedly 
a very wise a mms but he used to throw his horses 
down, clip the hair and —~ at once to make his in- 
cision. He understood Prof. Macqueen to say that he 
performed the a yar with a pair of scissors, in which 
particular he differed with him. He (the speaker) always 
used a plain, pointed knife, because he believed it inflict- 
ted less pain upon the horse. However dexterously a 
pair of scissors might be used by the operator, there must 
always be some pressure on the nerve, which was obvia- 
ted by the use of a knife. With regard to the results of 
the operation, he did not believe there was complete re- 
storation to the natural action, and his experience with 
a horse had been that if F arg continued to work it after 
the operation and worked it long enough, you would have 
actual division of the flexor tendon, a turning up of the 
= and the horse would be useless for further 
work. 

Mr. W. Caress (Stafford) said that Prof. M 
had covered such a wide field that discussion wee ae 
easy, and he proposed to do little more than thank him 
for the very great amount of scientific knowledge he had 
introduced into his lecture. With regard to radial 
paralysis, he had never known in practice a single case 
where the affection could not be proved to have been 
caused by external violence. He had seen young horses 


broken in the gears by a collar instead of by a bit, and | 


after home, 
t 


lameness. they have fallen with pronounced 


has taken a long time to restore them, and 


it has been sometimes followed by atrophy of the mus- 
cles. Another cause of radial paralysis was coming intu 
violent contact at the shoulder with another horse, or 
some other object. To assist in restoring a natural 
action after an operation for lameness, he suggested 
fashioning the new shoe as near as ssible in the same 
way as the old shoe had been worn. He believed it would 
not only ease the horse, but would enable the owner to 
get more work out of him. 

Mr. Wartnaby thanked Prof. Macqueen for his ad- 
dress. So far as his experience with regard to shivering 
he agreed that the veterinary surgeon ought not to be 
held responsible for omitting to notice it in his examina- 
tion of some animals in which it actually existed. He 
had had that fact brought forcibly to his mind a short 
time ago. He had reason to believe a certain horse was 
a shiverer, and he told the owner so, but the latter would 
not believe it. So the horse was brought out and put 
through every movement without succeeding in proving 
at that moment that he was a shiverer, yet such was sub- 
sequently proved to be the case. 

Mr. TREVOR SPENCER said that for his own part hedid 
not mind admitting that he had never met with a case of 
locomotor ataxia in his life, so that he was not prepared 
to say anything on the subject. With regard to radial 
paralysis, he had been taught at college that it was in- 
curable, and he came away under the impression that the 
disease was not worth treating. However, since he h 
left college, he had arrived at a different conclusion. 
Mr. Simpson had referred tu the use of a particular ban- 
dage in the operation of neurectomy, but he (the speaker) 
had performed a perfectly bloodless operation simply 
with the tourniquet. He favoured the idea of preparing 
the leg, and he usually applied cold water immediately 
before the operation. 

Mr. J. R. Green (Nottingham) believed that the sub 
0 dealt with by Prof. Macqueen was well worth ventl- 

ating. He agreed that locomotor ataxia was very little 
known among the ordinary practitioners. After the 
operation, Prof. Macqueen had not told them how lon 
the sutures should remain in the skin. He believ 
there was a difference of opinion upon the point He 
thought that if left in too long they might cause irritation 
to set in, and thus have the effect of considerably retard- 
ing the progress of the case. 7 
r. RossELL (Sandiacre) said he had nothing to add to 
the discussion, but he had in his possession @ patient 
that was suffering from lameness due to some obscutt 
nervous affection. He should have pleasure in present: 
ing it to the College, if the authorities would accept #° 
gift and pay the carriage. ted 

Prof. MAcQUEEN, on behalf of the, College, accep 
Mr. Rossell’s gift with thanks. f ‘all 

Mr. Barrett said he had come to the meeting special!’ 
to hear Prof. Macqueen, and he must say he was In 0 
way disappointed. He might say that he had ridden * 
few bad shiverers but had never had any difficulty » 
their jumping. He would like to ask Professor id 
queen whether he chloroformed his horses when 
operated upon them. 

Prof. MacquEEN : No. ious 
Mr. Grpprnes said that like one of the pont 
speakers he was qnite ignorant of locomotor poe 

He certainly believed that nearly all obscure perv 

diseases were due to some form of external violence, 
understood Prof. Macqueen to say that he did not b 
the forelegs from the hobbles in an operation. e 


; 


dage’ 
with 
anim 
shod. 
it wa 
and | 
Mr 
tice, 
How 
gard 
Heo 
spani 
he ha 
that | 
bette 
Mr 
Macq 
With 
(the 
shive 
symp 
of Pr 
please 
subje 
the of 
they 
Th 
* wouk 
a 
the 
He w 
fessor 
nume 
aftert 
Pre 
must 
way i 
made. 
have 
't had 
he pe 
did n 
regarc 
ferab] 
favou 
veniel 
with 
of ext 
the Ww 
one. 
Increa 
rest, ¢ 
when 
consic 
wi 
know 
motor 
Matte 
diseas 
prepa 
about 
dama, 
being 
Some 
Opera: 
phia 
much 
DO ner 
Profe, 
Waya, 
Opera 
hall j 
Wwoum 
Suture 
Woune 


— 
4 
q 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
speaker) thought, especially in the case of 
| vous horse, that it was more advantageous to remove at 
foot oe the hobbles, as there was so much less 
struggling. jous 
Mr. BurcHNALL, following remark by all! 
speaker as to suturing, asked, Why use & 4 did not ; 
| He was urging people to do as he did, but ie of bat" 
even prepare the leg. He simply got a couP 
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dages, tied them tightly up, and fastened them tightly 
with tape. With regard to shivering he believed an 
animal showed itself to be a shiverer most when it was 
shod. He once saw a mare that was a rank shiverer, and 
it was caused through her being sent out without shoes 
and becoming very foot-sore. 

Mr. Taytor said that his being mostly a canine prac- 
tice, he could not contribute much to the discussion. 
However, he would like to give his experience with re- 
gard to the use of tobacco as an antidote to strychnine. 
He once administered one-sixtieth of a grain to a small 
spaniel, and the effect was such that in about 10 minutes 
he had to give a decoction of tobacco, with the result 
that the spasms decreased in frequency and the dog got 
better in about 4 hours. 

Mr. BLAKEWAY said that as was usual with Professor 
Macqueen, he had given them much food for reflection 
With regard to the capacity of shiverers for jumping he 
(the speaker) had had some fine jumpers that were 
shiverers. Did the Professor look upon thrush as a 
symptom of vesicular disease! There was one utterance 
of Professor Macqueen that he was perhaps most of all 
pleased with, and that was when he chose splint as the 
subject of his next address. He could assure him that 
the oftener he came amongst them, the better pleased 
they would all be. 

The PRESIDENT regretted that the lateness of the hour 


‘would prevent the discussion being further protracted. 


The address had certainly left no cause for complaint on 
the ground that the subject was not practical enough. 
He would like personally to tender his thanks to Pro- 
fessor Macqueen for so kindly breaking away from his 
numerous engagements and attending the meeting that 
afternoon. 
Prof. Macqueen, replying to the discussion, said he 
must first thank the members for the very considerate 
way in which they had accepted such remarks as he had 
made. They had not criticised his address as he would 
have liked, or as he himself might have criticised 
ithad it been delivered by another person. However, 
he perhaps ought to take it as a compliment that they 
did not object seriously to what he had advanced. With 
regard to Mr Simpson’s remark as to a knife being pre- 
ee to scissors, he must confess that he was not in 
avour of scissors, but they were so much more con- 
venient and that was why he used them. He agreed 
pe those who attributed radial paralysis to some form 
: external violence. It was not a bad idea to imitate 
a “=. the old shoe in the manufacture of a new 
sll pon regard to the use of strychnine, he gradually 
= sed the dose, then allowed the animal a fortnight’s 
aa purgatives and then began again. But 
got the horse down two or three times, he 
vp oe he had exhausted the strychnine treatment. 
surprised at locomotor ataxia being little 
re a ad other names, and was similar to loco- 
“ae ny in the human subject, but it was a small 
ved Ihe as they tecognised that it was a spinal 
Prepared i ae to Mr. Green, if he used properly 
about removin a was no occasion to be in a hurry 
damage done te ve sutures. There would not be any 
being abl — the healing process. As for shiverers 
some eg poh mp he had met some that could and 
Operation of not. He did not give chloroform in the 
heurectomy, but he sometimes gave mor- 
much w me na to prevent the animal struggling 
NO Necessity for bash Mr. Gibbings thought there was 
rofessor) "the feet being hobbled, but he (the 
waya, He oft” t differently. He had tried both 
operation a horse immediately after the 
was scniie ina gallop. In reply to Mr. Burch- 
Wound s0 sm 1 € to unnerve a horse by making a 
suture woo all that no suture was required, but a 


the existence of thrush was an ordinary symptom in 
vesicular disease. He again thanked the meeting for 
their kind attention to his remarks. 

The Hon. SEc moved a vote of thanks to Professor 
Macqueen, and this was seconded by the President and 
carried, the compliment being duly acknowledged. 

A vote of thanks was also accorded to the president 
for occupying the chair, and the meeting terminated with 
an announcement by the Hon. Sec. that the next meet- 
ing, being the annual one, would, according to rule, take 
place in Birmingham. 

Before separating, the members, as usual, partook of 
tea together. J. Matcotm, F.R.C.V.S., Hon. Sec. 


THE NATIONAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT 
AND MUTUAL DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


The annual general meeting was held at the Grand 
Hotel, Aytown Street, Manchester, on Thursday, Decem- 
ber 7th, 1899. Geo. Morgan, Esq., president, in the 
chair. Present: Messrs. E. Faulkner, T. Hopkin, W. A. 
Taylor, A. Lawson, J. E. Scriven, Wm. Woods, J. B 
Wolstenholme, F. Armstrong, J. Abson, M. Robinson, 
J. Clarkson, A. Hodgkins, and the Secretary. 

Minutes of the last annual meeting were taken as read, 
passed, and confirmed. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were received 
from Messrs. J. F. Simpson. A. W. Mason, A. L. Butters, 
J. H. Carter, A. Dobbyn, and W. Carless. 

The PRESIDENT, in making a few observations, said : 
It was humourously stated the other night by a chair- 
man at a social dinner that as a rule people’s perception 
of the superfluous was only in embryo, and failed to see 
that a chairman cannot make an interesting speech year 
after year about a particular object because everything 
that could be said about the subject had already been 
said, and what he had to say would be superfluous. 
How little did he think when arraying the order of pro- 
cedure at the annual meeting that I was preparing a rod 
to beat myself with. All has been said during the thirty 
odd years we have been in existence that can well be 
said in support of the Society, and whatever remarks are 
made by me are in a manner superfluous. I may, how- 
ever, congratulate the members on the continued success 
of the Society, and also the fact that during the year 
a considerable sum has been distributed under the 
Benevolent branch. 

The SECRETARY in presenting his annual report, has 
much pleasure in recording the continued growth and 
success of the Society. During the past year 27 new 
members had been enrolled-—one had resigned, At the 
present time we have 222 members. Your Council have 
met three times during the year and have had some 4 or 
5 cases to decide upon. In two instances it was resolved 
that the cases ought to be deferred. One came to a 
trial with the result—‘“ verdict for the defendant with 
costs” The second case was not proceeded with. One 
case could not be supported by the Society, inasmuch as 
the action arose before the applicant had become a 
member. In another instance it was decided that it was 
not one for defence, and advised the defendant to try 
and settle this matter amicably. This advice was taken 
with good results. 

With regard to the Benevolent Branch, your Council 
have had many applications, but I am pleased to report 
that only one of them was related to a member of the 
Society, all the others being relations of non-members— 
the several amounts voted being as follows :— 

Grant to Mrs. K. C. £1 every lunar month until such 
time as the Council thought necessary. 

Grant to Mrs. A. L. G. of £10 per quarter for four 


Was desirable t 
Wound. vile to promote the healing of the 
» He would inform Mr. Blakeway that he thought 


quarters, after which the case to be reconsidered. 
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Donation to Mrs. R. of £5. 

» 9» Mrs. D.G. K. of £10. 
» » Mrs. J. D. R. of £5. 
» 9 Mrs. R. B. of £5. 

The sum of £10 10s. was voted to the “Hewson De- 
fence Fund ” out of our Defence fund. 

I am sorry to say that several of the Me ppncesne 
“members of the profession” who suppor some of 
the applications were non-members of our Society. May 
I once more caper to all members of our profession who 
have not joined us to take the first opportunity of doing 
so. Wehavebeen doinga good work for a number of 
years and the scope is now considerably extended since 
we altered our rules. We are all liable to litigation and 
when trouble does come it is a great help to those con- 
cerned to be able to lay their case before a number of 
their confréres who will give you the best of their advice 
and help to defend your case if needed both in person 
and in kind ; and if you do not‘require their help you 
have the satisfaction at small cost of helping a brother 
practitioner when in trouble, and his widow and child- 
ren when in need. The entrance fee is £1 ls. and 
annual subscription 10/6, payable in advance, Jan. Ist, 
in each year. 

The TREASURER in presenting his report and balance 
sheet to date, said the accounts would as usual 
audited at the end of the year, and a copy of the balance 
sheet forwarded to each member. 

The following officers were appointed for the year 
1900 :— 

President : Geo. Morgan, F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 

Vice-President : W. A. Taylor, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 

Treasurer : Ed. Faulkner, M.R.C.V.S., ester. 

Secretary : Sam. Locke, M.R.C.V.S., Mafichester. 


CounNcIL. 
A. L. Butters, M.R.C.V.S., London. 
J.S. Carter, F.R.C.V.S., Bradford. 
T. Hopkin, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 
A. Lawson, M.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 
A. W. Mason, F.R.C.V.S.,_ Leeds. 
R. S. Reynolds, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. 
J. E. Scriven, M.R.C.V.S., ‘Tadcaster. 
R. C. Trigger, F.R.C.V.S., _Newcastle-under-Lyme. 


W. Williams, F.R.C.V.S., Edinburgh. 
J. B. Wolstenholme, F.R.C.V.S., Manchester. 
W. Woods, F.R.C.V.S., Wigan. 


J. EK. Kitchen, M.R.C.V.S., London. 


AUDITORS. 
. ogi Butcher, Litton, Pownall, and J. B. Wolsten- 
olme. 
A vote of thanks to the officers of the past year and 
to the Chairman closed the proceedings. eT 
Sam. Locke, Hon. Sec. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The following gentlemen have been engaged by the 
War Office for temporary service in South Africa :— 
Messrs. W. E. Taylor, W. G. Green, J. Douglas, J. M. 


Tate, A. F. 8. Jackson, W. G. Pakeman, A. J. Lane, | 8 


H. C. Welsh, B. A. Fowler, J. W. Masheter, W. H. Hirst 
A. Hodder, J. H. Tranter, T. G. Doyle, and J. 

essrs. A. N. M. Swanston and F. W. Trydell sai 
from Shields on December 16th in ss. Kildons. for wen 
Orleans and thence to Cape Town in charge of mules. 
Mr. Swanston remains in charge of ss. Kildona. Mr. 
Trydell takes over charge of ss. Iona, which is sailing 
direct from Cape Town to New Orleans to load mules 

r. Jarvis takes charge of the Royal Field i 
6th Infantry division, under orders for South Prey sai 

Mr. Tate takes charge of the R.H.A. in the ss. Man- 

— Corporation, sailing from Southampton on Dec. 
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Mr. Jackson goes in oom of Remounts sailing from 
the Thames about Dec. 20th. 
Mr. Pakeman the same about Dec. 24th. 


Vet.-Capt. O’Dowd, A.V.D., and Mr. Lowrie sailed in 
ss. Victorian from Southampton on Dec. 13th with 14th 
Hussars and details. 

Vet.-Major Rutherford sails in ss. Cectrian on Dec, 
24th from Southampton in charge of R.H.A. 

nes Matthews is shut up in Lady- 
smith. 

Vet.-Lieut.-Colonel Rayment arrived in Cape Town 
in ss. Deverina, and has taken over the duties of P.V.0. 
in South Africa as a temporary measure. 

Vet.-Lieut. W. D. Smith, A.V.D., is with Colonel 
Baden-Powell in Mafeking. 

Vet.-Lieut. J. Moore is with Colonel Plumer in 
Rhodesia. 

Vet.-Major. J. J. Phillips has returned from remount 
duty and is posted to Woolwich. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
THE GRIEVANCES OF THE A.V.D. 


Sir 

What has become of the A.V.D. and_ its list of 
grievances? Some few months ago several letters ap- 
peared in The Record from officers of the Department 
and members of the profession who take an interest 10 
the A.V.D. and its doings, it was also reported that the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
believing that there were some grounds for the com- 
plaints, appoiuted a committee to bring the matter be- 
fore Lord Lansdowne. How is it that nothing has been 
heard of the subject since? It is well known that the 
Department is some 15 or 20 men below its strength io 
time of peace, and now with a big war going on, whic 
is largely a cavalry one, we hear nothing of any. 
m2n being gazetted, instead of which one reads in the 
papers such paragraphs as the following : “ Troo hip — 
left such a port with 800 mules on board in charge of 
Farrier-Sergeant-Major Jones.” 

I, with others who take an interest in the welfare 0 
the profession, hope that this ix not the reply of the War 
Office to the insane “picketing” tactics advocated in 
letter to The Morning Post in August last, just before 
the outbreak of the war, and which are said to yt 
been adopted by certain officers of the Department, ik 
which, when they were announced, looked sadly like 
the old trade union dictum, viz., “as soon as ever 
there is an abundance of orders and large contracts oo 
hand, strike for increased pay and less work.” Let : 
hope that this is not the case, but from all one — 
whispered I am afraid that there is more truth in itt . 
appears on the surface. Perhaps you, Mr. Editor, 
some of your readers. may be able to enlighten, ae 


REMOVING FOREIGN BODIES FROM THE EYE. 


ir, 
Regarding the letters by Messrs. Knowles and og 
on removing foreign bodies from the eye, by rig | is 8 
the finger, may I be permitted to remark that } India. 
well known method to native bullock drivers 


ock t 
The Indian, “ Byle Wallah,” wets his finger = visc 


ufficient 


na 
cause the offending body to stick to the finger. old 
Hindi (not Hindustani) work several hundred he was 
is a passage describing how a certain rebellious Rajal’s 
removed off the face of the earth by the at ver te" 
army “as easily and completely as the bulloc e with bis 
moves the husk of barley from his bullock’s ey 


fi 
Josnua A. NUNN. Vet.-Major, A.VD 
Junior United Service Club. 
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